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Community Fixture
Carnegie Award winner Bruce Morr ison uses
his problem-solv ing ski l ls  to help others.
BY GRYSTAL LUXMORE
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0n a sunny sLlmmer da,v, Bruce

l,{orr ison, his u' i fe, Lois, and their

chi ldren, i{urt and Stephanie, pad-

c1leri across Kootenay Lake in Nelson,

British Cohrmbia, to a rteecl,v patch of

lan,"1 they had just purchased n ith a

plan to bui ld a cabin.
"Firsf rl-v dad installed solar panels.

Next, afier it coLLrse, he pLrt micro-

hvdro svstems in the creek. Then it was

a winrtr turbine. And then finall,v he

1ar-rght himself to rveld, to help rnain-

tain these systems," sa,vs Stephanie.
"He sees practical opportunities -

that's exactlv hou, his involvement in

the community started."

Inspircd by a problenr posed by

one ofhis clients, Ilruce (an Investors
( iroup Consultant) co-fbundeci the

Osprey Communily Foundation in

2000 to let Nelson residents create

their orvn endowment funds. It was

a n'ay for his client, rvho rvanted to

ensure her money rvould benefit

community organizations at ier her

passing, to " l iu 'out her objectives tbr

gi i i r rg."  hc.r l . l . r i t t ; .  I r r  l r is  s i r  )crrs i ls

President, the sprl'do 5looelerr'vith at.r

easy smile br.riit up Ospre1"5 holelings

to $5-rni l l ion. \orr. ,  S100,01)0 goes to

tlre commur-ritv cver\- r'ear lbr jobs

big and small, tl'or.n r netv bread slicer

for a local iood b;rnk to support ing a

mental-health tlropr rn g-gr1u6.

At the Capitol T].reatre, ihe inter-

est from its endorr'r'r'rct-tt pa,vs tur

twcl talentecl teell.lqers to enloll iu

the Summer Youth Prograrn, rvhere

they learn to mount prottuct ions l ike

Les Mistrahles. " fhcisc diillar"s help

kicls who want to be a part of some-

thing but i.r,hose parcnls can't affbrd

it ," says Neil  l {arrorver, Cirpitol 's

Flxecutive Director.

Making difl'erer.rces lilie tiresc, and

part icipa t ing in volnnicer proiects

lbr the Nelson Commitlee on

Homelessness and the West Kootcnar

Plar.u.red Giving RotLnd'I'able, earned

Bruce the 2009 Herbert H. Can-regie

Bruce l \4orrrscn (r  ght)  and

Peter V' iard.  Pres dert  o j : l -e \e ison

Rolvrng Cirb chr : :e-  :  :  r : :  : :  - - :  .
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l inancral  con' i .  br l  or  : r  : - :  :  - . :

(lommunity Selvicc At'arcJ lront

Investors Croup. "Acnrss the coutttrr.

our team is proud of [1rr:ce's associa

tion rvith our col-npany," sa1,s Robelt

O'Keefe, Senior Vice-President,

Financial Ser-,.ices.

And BnLce's latest endeavour?

Serving as a board memLrer at Selkirk

College * the same piace he took tl-re

micro-hydro course. "Bei lg on the

boarci lets me peel back another layer

of the area n'e live in and llnd out

horr ' i t  t icks,"  hc cxplains.
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